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Dear Friends, 

Five years ago, a Parish Priest in North Belfast and a Presbyterian 
Minister in South Belfast began to venture out of their comfort 
zones and visit unfamiliar parts of the city. They were both 
astonished and transfixed by what they found in the unexplored 
margins of this dwelling place, built on the marshy fords where the 
Lagan and Farset rivers meet. They gathered a group of Christians 
who wanted to promote unity and reconciliation in the midst of 
our city’s – and our island’s – troubled past. A festival was born 
that would introduce people to new parts of their city, challenging 
and inspiring them to keep crossing boundaries in their everyday 
lives. The festival sought to introduce people to churches in the 
four corners of the city, bringing a transformational energy to the 
healing of the city. Five years on we still want to inspire people 
across Belfast to transform the city for the peace and prosperity of 
all. There will be music, prayer, art, storytelling, conversation and 
encounter with new friends and perspectives. This year’s theme is 
“Our Wounded and Wonderful City”, and we hope you can join us 
and together find healing for our wounds. 

Rev Steve Stockman & Father Martin Magill. 
Co-Chairs and the 4 Corners Festival Organising Committee. 



All events at the 4 Corners Festival are free and accessible for 
all, but donations towards the running costs of the festival are 
appreciated and can be made at all events. More information can 
be found on our website www.4cornersfestival.com

4 Corners is made possible by the hard work of Gemma Brown, 
David Campton, Jim Deeds, Gladys Ganiel, Rev Elizabeth Hanna, 
Fr Martin J Magill, Nirmal Munir, Brian O’Neill, Ed Petersen, 
Kayla Rush, Bethany Smith, Rev Steve Stockman and Jenna 
Wilson. The Festival Administrator is Megan Boyd and the 
Publicity and PR Officer is Mark McCleary. 
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Festival Programme

Friday 3rd Feb 9:30am   
Different Dreams
80 year 10 pupils who may not be considering third level education as a 
choice will have the opportunity to enjoy some of the wonders of Ulster 
University’s Belfast campus on York Street.  The pupils will have an oppor-
tunity to take part in three workshops including Basic skills in Marketing 
and Entrepreneurship, A future in Gaming, Introduction to Basic First Aid, 
Smart Phone Photography, Ceramics - the art of clay and Creative Move-
ment - a pathway to Acting. The event will hopefully make young people 
realise there are different paths available. 

Friday 3rd Feb 8:00pm  
Iain Archer in Concert and Conversation. 
Bangor born songwriter, producer and performer Iain Archer has two Ivor 
Novello songwriting awards and a Grammy nomination for co-writing 
‘Hold Back the River’ with James Bay. The themes of place, particularly 
Northern Ireland, and transformation are at the heart of his work. This eve-
ning will be in two halves. Iain will talk to Steve Stockman about his song-
writing and the sense of the wounds and wonder in his work. The second 
half will be Iain Archer in concert.

 
Saturday 4th Feb 2:00pm     
A Wonderful Wander.
Take a wonderful wander along the often-wounded spine of the Shankill 
and Falls Roads, stopping off along the way to hear some stories to inspire 
the soul. The walk will take approximately 3 hours and be led by local poet 
Jim Deeds. 

Ulster University, Belfast 
(Invitation only) 

Fitzroy Presbyterian Church
University Street BT7

West Belfast (Meet at Clonard Monastery)
1 Clonard Gardens BT13
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Saturday 4th February 8:00pm
Derek and Dave – In Search of a Bench 
Derek and Dave are out for their usual walk around the park but this time 
something’s different; Jesus has just made his triumphant entry into Belfast, 
rather than Jerusalem, with a huge crowd gathered and now the place is a 
mess! As they journey through the park looking for a decent spot to sit, they 
observe, pass judgement and allow us to catch a glimpse of the wounded 
and wonderful. This drama event aimed at Youth/ Young Adults is devised 
and performed by “Play it by Ear!”

Sunday 5th February 7:00pm.    
Healing a Wounded City
In the annual Theological Lecture of the Festival, former Presbyterian Mod-
erator Rev Dr Trevor Morrow and Redemptorist academic Brendan McCo-
nvery will reflect on some Biblical examples of healing - physical, emotional, 
spiritual and social and consider how that speaks into post ceasefire Belfast. 
Worship will be led by Chris Blake. 

Monday 6th February 6:00pm.
Caring for Carers Festival Banquet   
This year’s banquet will honour and give thanks for those who care for a 
family member or friend due to illness, frailty or disability. The Feast, in its 
fourth year, is organised in partnership with the Lord Mayor’s Office and 
is held in Belfast City Hall. It is catered by Root Soup, a Social Enterprise 
of L’Arche Belfast, which aims to break down barriers and promote social 
inclusion by providing culinary training. This event is invitation only but we 
welcome donations to cover the cost of the meals. Gifts can be made online 
at www.4cornersfestival.com

Tuesday 7th Feb 7:30pm.  
Harmony and Healing 
Coinciding with the annual United Nations World Interfaith Harmony 
Week and in partnership with the NI Interfaith Forum, this evening of 
encounter in music, song and story will bring together people of different 
faiths - Islam, Judaism, Baha’i, Hinduism, Buddhism and Christianity– from 
Belfast and beyond to celebrate our gifts for each other while kindling new 
friendships. 

St Colmcille’s Church, Ballyhackamore
191 Upper Newtownards Road BT4

St Theresa’s Church 
135 Glen Road, BT11

Belfast City Hall
(Invitation Only) 

Grosvenor Hall 
5 Glengall St BT 12
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Wednesday Feb 8th 7:30pm  

STORIES OF HEALING FROM THE WOUNDS OF THE PAST
All around us in Belfast are people carrying wounds from The Troubles. 
Can there be healing? How might you find it? Paul Gallagher, Joe McKeown, 
John Martin and Mary Moreland all lost loved ones or were injured during 
our conflict. Tonight, they share the story of their own journeys towards 
healing. The session will be facilitated by UTV journalist Judith Hill and 
there will be music from songwriter Dave Thompson. 

Thursday Feb 9th 4:00pm  
Ministry on a Wounded and Wonderful Island.
Seminarians and young ministers will be invited to an event centered on 
receiving inspiration and prayer from clergy and retired clergy who have 
made peacebuilding and reconciliation central to their ministry. The aim 
is to encourage those in the early stages of their careers to prioritize recon-
ciliation, learning from the examples of those who have gone before them. 
The event also will enable them to meet with their counterparts from other 
denominations in an informal setting, laying the groundwork for future 
collaborative relationships. The event will be facilitated by former Meth-
odist President Rev Heather Morris, Former Presbyterian Moderator Rev 
Norman Hamilton, Retired Bishop Trevor Williams and Father Damian 
McCaughan. 

Thursday Feb 9th 7:30pm  
I Am Belfast (Cert 15)  
I Am Belfast sees celebrated filmmaker, writer and curator Mark Cousins (6 
Desires: DH Lawrence and Sardinia, Here Be Dragons) cast his painterly eye 
on his home town of Belfast. Beautifully shot by Christopher Doyle (In the 
Mood for Love, Rabbit-Proof Fence) and with a powerful soundtrack by the 
great Northern Irish DJ and composer David Holmes, Cousins’ film takes 
viewers on an emotional journey through the complex and sometimes tragic 
history of the Northern Irish capital, embodied as a 10,000-year-old wom-
an, compellingly portrayed by Helena Bereen (Hunger, Mo). Interspersing 
archive material (often detailing the horrors of the Troubles) and new-
ly-filmed footage, I Am Belfast is an impassioned and politically engaged 
love letter to Cousins’ hometown. We will be joined by the film’s producer 
Lisa Barros D’Sa who will do a Q+A after the screening. 

Senate Room, Lanyon Building, 
Queens University 

First Presbyterian Church 
(Rosemary Street) 

Holy Family Parish Church 
226 Limestone Road BT15 
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Friday 10th Feb 7:30pm.  
SAFE SPACES TOWARDS HEALING:
COLIN DAVIDSON IN CONVERSATION WITH BRIAN ROWAN
Colin Davidson’s Silent Testimony was visited by over 80,000 people at the 
Ulster Museum. His 18 portraits representing those touched by the worst 
horrors of the conflict years are not just a reflection on the past but tell the 
stories of continued suffering -  unhealed hurts that are the wounds of the 
present. Recently his paintings of German Chancellor Angela Merkel and 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth ll have placed his work on a world stage. In 
conversation with journalist and writer Brian Rowan, Davidson will reflect 
on the Silent Testimony exhibition - not painting what people should think 
but, instead, creating a safe space that allows those who view the portraits to 
think for themselves.

Saturday Feb 11th 7:30pm  

STORIES, SONGS AND POEMS OF WOUNDS AND WONDER
An evening of poetry, prose and song. The acclaimed novelist Jan Carson 
will pepper us with words and ideas, poet Jim Deeds will bring social, 
political and spiritual insight and musicians Na Leanaí Sands (youngest of 
the Sands musical dynasty) will perform their art, looking at the theme of 
wounds and wonder. 

Sunday Feb 12th 10:00am 
Radio Ulster Morning Service
The 4 Corners Festival Church Service with Rev Steve Stockman and Father 
Martin Magill will be broadcast live on Radio Ulster from 10:15. All are 
welcome to join the congregation. Please be seated by 10:00am. 

Sunday Feb 12th 7:00pm   
The Healing Has Begun.
The closing evening will take us out of the festival and ask where we go from 
here. Different contributors will challenge, inspire and encourage us to live 
a life of healing into the soul of Our Wounded and Wonderful City. Maria 
Garvey, Pádraig Ó Tuama, David Campton and Steve Stockman will keep it 
short and sharp with words and there will of course be music.

Agape Centre 
238 Lisburn Road BT9

Skainos Centre 
241 Newtonards Road BT4 

Fitzroy Presbyterian Church 
University Street BT7

The Hub 
22 Elmwood Avenue BT9
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Iain Archer is a Bangor born writer, artist and producer with two Ivor Novello songwriting 
awards and a Grammy nomination. He has performed with Snow Patrol and Tired Pony and 
written songs for Snow Patrol, Jake Bugg and James Bay amongst others. 

David Campton is a Methodist minister who has worked extensively in the fields of 
community development and community relations with a number of local and regional 
organisations, has acted as the Convenor of the Faith and Order Committee of the Methodist 
Church in Ireland, and as a Religious Advisor to Downtown Radio.

Jan Carson’s novel Malcolm Orange Disappears was critically acclaimed. The Guardian 
wrote “The effect is of being hosed with words, peppered with ideas, quirky turns of phrase 
and funny names.” She won the Harper’s Bazaar short story competition in 2016, the year 
that her short stories about Belfast Children’s Children was published.

Colin Davidson is a contemporary artist, living and working near Belfast, Northern 
Ireland. Since 2010 his focus has been on painting grand scale portraits, which have won 
widespread recognition and many international awards. As well as numerous commissions, 
Davidson’s portrait sitters have included Brad Pitt, Ed Sheeran, Liam Neeson, Brian Friel, 
Sir Kenneth Branagh, Dame Mary Peters, Mark Knopfler and Seamus Heaney. In 2015 Time 
Magazine commissioned him to paint German Chancellor Angela Merkel and in 2016 he 
painted an official portrait of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.

Jim Deed’s poetry book Surfing Life’s Waves was published last year. He writes as he walks 
our wounded and wonderful streets of Belfast with geographical, political, social and spiritual 
insight. He will be performing poetry and leading a wonderful wander through the west. 

Play it By Ear is a Belfast based Christian drama company, funded by the Methodist Home 
Mission Department and the Rank Trust, which seeks to help local churches use drama in 
worship.

The Very Rev Dr Trevor Morrow is a former Moderator of the Presbyterian Church in 
Ireland and is Minister Emeritus of Lucan Presbyterian Church in County Dublin, where he 
served as minister from 1983 to 2014. From a handful of people, he saw the church grow to 
become a vibrant multicultural and multi ethnic congregation. He is one of Ireland’s most 
gifted Bible teachers and communicators, someone whose ministry has been a challenge and 
encouragement to many across the denominations.

Father Brendan McConvery CSsR is a Redemptorist academic and author. Father 
Brendan also teaches scripture at St Patricks College Maynooth and leads pilgrimages to 
Rome. 

Na Leanaí Sands are exactly that. The Irish translates “The Young Ones Sands”. They are 
the children of the Rostrevor dynasty of Sands family songwriters. Expect some youthful 
twists on the traditional. Oh, the family harmonies!

Contributor Biographies 
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Pádraig Ó Tuama is the Corrymeela Community leader and brings interests in poetry, 
language, theology and conflict to his work. 

Brian Rowan is journalist, broadcaster and writer. For many years, he was the Chief 
Security Correspondent for BBC Northern Ireland. He has written a number of books on the 
journey from conflict to peace, the most recent being Unfinished Peace. 

Steve Stockman and Martin J Magill are the co-chairs of the 4 Corners Festival. Steve is 
a Presbyterian Minister in South Belfast and Father Martin has recently moved from North 
Belfast to Ballyclare as the Adm. They recently received the Community Relations Council 
Civic Leadership Award for their work with the 4 Corners Festival. 

Stories of Healing Contributors -

John Martin – John’s father, Brian, was killed on the 4th of November 1983 studying at 
the then Polytechnic college in Jordanstown. He was survived by his wife Iris and sister 
Sara-Louise (13months at the time). Iris was pregnant with John when Brian was killed. 
John believes that forgiveness is not something that you do once, but something that has 
to be done over and over. John and his family have found healing in their faith, and being 
reconciled to God through Christ, and believe therefore that we must be reconcilers. 
Although John admits he is still working this out.

Paul Gallagher was seriously injured in a sectarian gun attack by the UFF in 1994.  He is 
currently involved in issues relating to Victims and Survivors as well as peacebuilding.  Paul 
is undertaking a Masters (Conflict Transformation and Social Justice) at Queen’s University 
Belfast.

Joe McKeown’s Grandfather, Francis McKeown was killed by the British Army in July 1972, 
seven years before he was born but was undoubtedly impacted and some would call this 
intergenerational trauma. The ripple effects of this tragic event have led to suffering and pain 
for the McKeown family but they have also led Joe on a journey of reconciliation and hope. 
Moving from a negative cycle of bitterness and anger to the search for Justice, Truth and 
Mercy has led Joe towards transformation and healing.

Mary Moreland was widowed in December 1988 when her husband John was murdered by 
the IRA. Both John and Mary served as part time soldiers with the Ulster Defence Regiment. 
Despite the trauma of John’s murder and with two small children to bring up it was Mary’s 
aspiration to ensure life for their children would continue in as normal a manner as possible. 
She returned to work in the Northern Ireland Civil Service and went on successfully to 
complete a degree in Business Studies and a Masters in Counselling and Therapeutic 
Communication. 

MARIA GARVEY is founder of the L’Arche Community in Belfast and former leader 
of L’Arche on the island of Ireland. She now leads ‘Kridyom’, an association of dedicated 
professionals working together to empower people, nurture communities and transform 
lives. 
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Lord we look north across this city
We see the Cavehill in the distance
And between here and there so many 
roof tops
And Lord we are aware that in the 
houses, very close to us now,
There is much need
Lord there are unemployed bread 
winners
Beaten up wives
Abused children
Aimless teenagers being led into 
crime.
We give you thanks for the strong ties 
of community
And for those who work for their 
people.
We pray for the Church in this area
That it will reach out to many, with 
affirmation, dignity, love and
tangible support.
Lord as we look further out the 
Antrim Road
We see affluence
The leafy avenues of the suburbs.
And Lord we thank you for material 
comforts
But we ask you to forgive those of us 
who are so well off
That we are apathetic about the plight 
of others
Or about the place of a transcendent 
God in our lives.
We pray for Churches in these areas
That they will live in such radical 
ways
That the naked will be clothed
The hungry will be fed
And the prisoner will be visited.
Lord, may we see your Kingdom come
And your will being done in the north 
of this city as it is in heaven.
Lord we look south across this city
And we see Queens University in the 
distance
And between here and there the 
Golden Mile of this city’s nightlife.
And Lord we give you thanks for 
education

4 Corners of Belfast 
by Steve Stockman

For the pursuit of knowledge
That allows us to make this world a 
better place.
Lord we pray for professors and 
students alike
As today they engage in the imparting 
and gathering of knowledge
That from this University
Many will leave to become the 
cornerstone of tomorrow’s world.
But Lord we see today, the danger of 
knowledge
A danger of knowledge that is used for 
personal gain
Knowledge that is used to exploit other 
people
Knowledge that makes humanity seem 
so self sufficient that we have no room 
for you.
Lord we pray for the Churches in this 
area
That they would support students and 
professors alike
And give them wisdom that they might 
use their knowledge well.
Lord we see the neon light of 
Shaftesbury Square, Dublin Road and 
Botanic Avenue.
Lord we see thousands of people 
roaming the streets at the weekends 
seeking fun
And we thank you for the ability to live 
life to the full.
But Lord we pray for those who are 
victims of a vain search for meaning in 
their fun.
We pray you would make us all aware 
that laughter is to be encouraged
But that laughter runs on the spot and 
takes us nowhere
Often leaving us where we are empty 
and in despair.
We pray for the Churches in this area
That they will be there for the people 
who flock there
That they will reach out with tenderness 
and compassion
To those who become victims of 
hedonism9



4 Corners of Belfast 
by Steve Stockman The junkie, the prostitute, the 

alcoholic, the aimless yuppie
And show them your love and your 
truth.
Lord, may we see your Kingdom come
And your will being done in the south 
of this city as it is in heaven.
Lord we look east across this city
And we see Stormont Castle in the 
distance
And a trail of industry lining our view 
towards it.
Lord we give you thanks for 
government
We thank you for structures that makes 
life ordered and safer
Rather than anarchic and reckless.
We pray that as our politicians meet in 
the Assembly
That they will be about making our 
city and country
A more ordered and safer place.
Give them compassion for people
And a vision of how this land could be,
Give them discernment as to the way 
forward for our entire community
And may our citizens never vote for 
themselves but for the good of all.
Be with the Churches in these areas
That they might be fearlessly prophetic 
with your call for social justice
And faithful in praying for the leaders 
of our land.
Lord we pray for this city’s industry
We thank you for the opportunity to 
work
But we are aware Lord that many more 
in the past had such an opportunity.
We pray for those without that 
opportunity
That they will find dignity and 
motivation
And that the economy would head in 
such a direction that there would be 
work for many, many more.
Be with the Churches in this area
That they’d be involved in the care of 
the unemployed
And also in the economic development 
of this city
Lord, may we see your kingdom come

And your will being done in the east of 
this city as it is in heaven.
Lord we look west across this city
We see the Black Mountain in the 
distance
And then we see a wall meandering 
down towards us
Rather ironically called the peace line
When peace is but a wishful and 
prayerful thought.
Lord there is much pain, hurt, 
suspicion, and deep sense of injustice 
on either side of that wall.
We pray for those two distinct 
communities living so close together 
and yet so far apart,
We pray for the children growing up 
under their side’s flag
And running to school on coloured 
kerb stones
Kicking their footballs against murals 
of hooded gun men.
Lord we are aware that there is 
hundreds of years of bitterness and 
suspicion.
We pray that you would continue to 
bring healing
To speed the work of reconciliation.
We thank you for this moment of grace 
in our city
This time of historical institutional 
peace.
Lord we pray for the Churches in this 
area
We give you thanks for the many who 
have taken risks for peace in Your name
We pray that you’d give Your people 
dreams and visions of how it could be,
That wall torn down
And two communities learning not only 
to live together
But that together they can go forward
For the benefit of all
May we move from institutional peace 
to the shalom of God
May your Churches begin and continue 
that process.
Lord may we see your Kingdom come
And your will being done in the west of 
this city as it is in heaven.
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Programme At A Glance
Date            Time          Title                                                    Genre                  Venue

Fri 3rd

Sat 4th

Sun 5th

Mon 6th

Tue 7th

Wed 8th

Thur 9th

Fri 10th

Sat 11th

Sun 12th

10:30am
8:00pm

2:00pm
8:00pm

7:00pm

6:00pm

7:30pm

7:30pm

4:00pm
7:30pm

7:30pm

8:00pm

10:00am
7:00pm

Different Dreams
Iain Archer

Wonderful Wander
In Search of a Bench

Healing a Wounded City Talk

Caring for Carers

Harmony & Healing

Stories of Healing

Ministering in a Wounded and Wonderful Island
I Am Belfast

Safe Spaces Towards Healing

Wounds and Wonder

BBC Morning Service
The Healing has Begun

Youth
Music

Walk
Youth

Talk

Banquet

Interfaith

Talk

Dialogue
Film

Art

Music/Poetry

Worship
Closing Event

Ulster University
Fitzroy Presbyterian

Clonard Monastery
St ColmCille’s Church

St Theresa’s Church

Belfast City Hall

Grosvenor Hall

Holy Family Parish.

Queens University
First Church Rosemary St

Agape Centre

The Hub

Fitzroy Presbyterian
Skainos Centre.


